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OF WOMEN 
AND CRIME EWS 
A DIVISION OF AMERICAN SOCIETY OF CRIMINOLOGY 
Volume 1, Number 2 
At this year's ASC meeting, 
Division members will have no 
trouble finding sessions which 
focus on women or gender issues. 
The "Women, Crime and Criminal 
Justice" area of the ASC program 
received enough proposals to make 
up 20 panels, 5 roundtables and a 
video-poster session! In addition, 
two special workshops are planned. 
What's more, a look the 
preliminary program reveals that 
Division members are represented 
throughout the meeting in other 
Fall 1987 
DIVISION TO HAVE ITS OWN 
INFORMATION TABLE AT ASC 
For the first time ever, the 
Division will have a display table 
set up outside the regular 
Exhibition Hall during the ASC 
meetings in Montreal. Brochures, 
membership applications, and other 
items of interest will be 
displayed. Volunteers are needed to 
staff the table for 1-2 hour 
periods. Stop by and sign up for 
your stint! 
CHAIRPERSON ELECTION NOW GOING ON! 
sessions not organized through the ,By now you probably should have 
gender-oriented topical area. received information about the 
Great care was taken to try to election for Division Chairperson 
schedule only one gender panel in and a ballot to mail back ASAP. 
each time slot, but in some cases As Division members know, our 
this simply was not possible. If constitution and bylaws require 
you compare the number of sessions that the officers of the Division 
in the "Women, Crime and Criminal be elected by mail ballot in 
Justice" area with the total numbe~ alternate years. Last year, 
of available time slots, it is ~~(;S. the elections for Vice-
quickly apparent that Division ~~ '9J Chairpers.on and Secretary 
members will find overlaps in v 0 were held. This year the 
scheduling. (But maybe this is 0 Chair must be filled, and 
a good sign---recall the days "" two worthy members have agreed 
when gender/women's issues were to have their names placed in 
hardly on the ASC program at all?) nomination: Anna Kuhl and Nanci 
To list all the planned panel Koser Wilson. Outgoing Chair P.J. 
sessions and other events would Baunach does not seek re-election. 
take up this entire issue of the Data about the nominees is in the 
newsletter! However, you may wish election packet. If you have not 
to note of some of the following sent back your ballot, please do so 
special program highlights: today! The winner will be installed 
* Carole Garrison will hold a at the Division Meeting in 
workshop on "Making Mentoring Work Montreal. 
for Women" which focuses on how to If you are in good standing in 
develop mentoring relationships and the Division and have not yet 
use networks (Wed. 3:00-4:30pm); received your election materials, 
(continued on page 2) you may wish to call Sara Hall at 
614-292-9207. 
COMING UP AT THE 
DIVISION MEETING ... 
The agenda for the business 
meeting of the Women's Division, 
scheduled for November 12th at 
1:15, has a number of items 
scheduled for consideration on 
which you may want to cogitate a 
bit before you get there. 
For example, we will need to 
elect three Executive Counselors. 
These individuals are part of the 
Executive Board of the Division 
and thus have considerable input 
into the ongoing work of the 
Division. Who would you like to 
nominate to this pos~? 
Also worth thinking about is 
whether you want your name 
submitted to President-Elect Joan 
McCord for possible appointment to 
an ASC committee for the coming 
year. Of course, the Division will 
also have its own committees to 
fill, so there's another option. 
Also up for discussion will be 
the question of what issues we want 
to tackle with ASC during the 
coming year. Both P.J. Baunach and 
Nicki Rafter will be on the ASC 
Executive Board and thus the 
Division will have a strong voice 
there. While we celebrate the 
Division's growing influence, we 
must also decide what issues merit 
our support. One suggested issue 
we might raise is how we stimulate 
the participation of minority 
persons in ASC. 
Along the same lines, we will 
have to make some decisions about 
the future direction of the 
Division itself. On which projects 
do we want to spend our collective 
energies in the coming year(s), and 
what impact do we want the Division 
to have on the field we all share? 
These may be worth thinking about 
before we convene in Montreal. 
HERE'S AN IDEA: How about the 
Division developing a 
syllabus collection for "Women 
and Crime" courses? If you are 
interested in this kind of project, 
come prepared to discuss it in 
Montreal, or call Merry Marash at 
517-771-2442. 
From the Editor: 
A DIVISION NEWSLETTER 
REQUIRES PARTICIPATION 
by Chris Rasche 
The response to the first issue 
of the new Division newsietter_was 
very positive. The variety of news 
and information items, as well as 
the new layout and graphics, 
apparently struck a highly 
favorable chord. I'm really 
pleased .. 
The new look to the newsletter 
may have been obvious. Perhaps not 
so obvious was the fact that a 
number of different people 
contributed news tidbits, 
articles and information. 
Properly, that's how a 
newsletter like this works: 
a lot of people contribute 
and we all benefit from the 
shared expertise. 
So here's the bottom line: this 
newsletter needs everyone's 
participation. Of course, there are 
some recurring items whose authors 
will be harassed by me regarding 
deadlines. But, on the whole, the 
authors of this newsletter are all 
of you---I just edit. ~~ 
To encourage contributions, 
below is a submission form. Don't 
be shy--send me those conference 
dates, news items, historical bits, 
book reviews, or research requests. 
How about some humor? Whatever! The 
deadline for the Spring 1988 issue 
is February 1, 1988. Don't delay! 
• •••••••••••••••••••••• 
:NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION FORM : 
eRight! I think the attached may be 
•of interest to DivisioNews readers. • 
•It should be put under the heading • 
• of: [ ] news, [ ] research request, • 
• [ ] publications, [ ] book review, • 
• []found herstory, []upcoming events, • 
•or []you figure it out. • 
• • 
•Contributor • 
•Address • 
e Zip • 
•Affiliation • 
• Phones(w) (h) • 
t I understand that the editor • 
e retains the right to revise my • 
9 submission as necessary. • 
•.................•... : 
Program Highlights (continued) 
* There will be plenty to 
discuss at the Annual business 
Meeting of the Division on Women 
and Crime (Thurs, 1:15-4:00pm) 
(see related story page 3); 
* Karlene Faith will show and 
discuss a special video "poster 
session" on images of female 
prisoners (Thurs. 3:00-4:30pm); 
* Joan McCord, Marie Andree 
Bertrand, and John Braithwaite will 
be featured in the plenary session 
on "The State of Criminology". 
Marie Bertrand is a leading 
Canadian feminist, academic 
activist, and criminologist. She 
was among the earliest scholars to 
call attention to the dearth of 
theory and research on women and 
crime. Joan McCord, of course, is 
the president-elect of the ASC 
(Fri. 9:45-11:15am); 
* Nanci Koser Wilson will 
chair a panel on the role of 
Division within the ASC. A variety 
of historical and analytical papers 
on the relationship between the 
Division and the ASC are scheduled 
(Fri. 3:00-4:30); 
* Kathleen Daly will chair a 
workshop on the publishing process. 
. This session grew out of concern 
expressed at the 1986 Division 
Meeting about the particular 
problems scholars may face in 
publishing work on women or gender 
issues. Editors representing 
several journals and publishing 
houses will be on hand to confront 
the concerns (Sat. 9:00-10:30am) 
* And don't miss the Cocktail 
Hour hosted by the Division on 
Women and Crime and the Division on 
International Criminology just 
before the ASC Annual Banquet (Fri. 
6:15-7:15). 
See you in Montreal! 
a really great book on 
women and crime which deserves 
more attention? Know of any 
which are much-publicized but 
turned out to be stinkers? This is 
a good place to get out the word. 
Reviews must be very short (max 100 
words) but so much the better! Use 
the DivisioNews submission form 
(pg.3) and send them on in! 
ROM THE DIVISION CHAIRPERSON .• ?S 
by Phyllis Jo Baunach 
As my tenure as Chair of the 
Division draws to a close, I am 
pleased to say that we have 
accomplished many goals. The 
Division is now well accepted in 
the larger ASC. Our ranks have 
swelled to nearly 100 dues-paying 
members. We have standing 
committees within the Division on 
nominations, awards, fellows, 
student outreach, and membership; 
and our newsletter provides a 
valuable networking mechanism. 
However, we have only just begun 
to have an impact on ASC and on the 
Criminal Justice community. At this 
year's Division business meeting, 
we need your input to shape the 
Division's direction for the coming 
year. Please join us in Montreal on 
Thursday, November 12, 1987, at 
1:15pm and make your voice heard! 
(Editor's note: Though she does not 
mention it, P.J. Baunach's tenure 
as chairperson of the Division has 
been very special. As one of the 
founding "mothers" of the Division, 
she was elected as its very first 
Chair. The Division owes a great 
deal of thanks to P.J. for her hard 
work and endurance. Thanks, P.J.!) 
~~~ 
r- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - , 
THE MEMBERSHIP FORM 
Gosh, yes! I want to join the 
Division and keep on receiving this 
newsletter! I understand that I 
must be a member of ASC in good 
standing to join. Count me in! 
Please make check for $5.00 payable 
to The American Society of 
Criminology. Remit to Sara Hall, 
I Division on Women and Crime, 1314 
Kinnear Rd., Columbus, Ohio 43212. 
L_cal3:_614-292-:_:2~7-f~ info~ation..:_ _J 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
OF INTEREST 
compiled by Carol McGahen 
* Nov. 8-10, 1987 - A national 
conference entitled "The Unfinished 
Agenda: Women's Future Under the 
Constitution", sponsored by Women's 
Way, 125 South 9th St., Suite 602, 
Philadelphia, PA, 19107, which 
calls itself the "nation's first 
fundraising coalition of women's 
services". For info: Karen Freedman 
at 215-592-7212. 
PUBLISHER'S STATEMENT 
The DivisioNews is the official 
newsletter of the Division on Women 
and Crime of the American Society 
of Criminology. The DivisioNews 
accepts no advertising but does 
accept both private and commercial 
underwriting. Inquiries should be 
directed to: 
Chris Rasche, Editor 
University of North Florida 
4567 St. Johns Bluff Road 
Jacksonville, Florida 32216 
904-646-2850/2758 
*Nov . 30~Dec.1, 1987 - The 13th 
Annual Conference of the Mid-Hudson~- · 
Modern Langl:1age Association will ~ - : . · ; :_,,( ; ... AND FROM THE FRONT LINES 
focus on "Literature by and About :f;;'/ OF THE DOMESTIC WAR ZONE: 
Women". For info: Anne Trensky, · An ongoing "Rally for Justice" 
67 Plattekill Ave., New Platz, is being held for Donna Bechtel, 
N.Y., 12561. who was a battered wife who killed 
*June 22-26, 1988 - The National her abusive spouse and was 
Women's Studies~ Association (NWSA) convicted of murder this year. We 
10th Annual Conference will focus don't have much information on this 
on "Leadership and Power: Women's except that there is a new trial 
Alliances for Social Change", to be beginning Nov. 2, 1987, and a 
held on the Minneapolis campus of "Citizens for Bechtel" committee 
the University of Minnesota. For has formed to gather defense funds 
info: NWSA, 217 Nolte Center, 315 c/o The American Bank and Trust, 15 
Pillsbury Drive SE, Minneapolis, East 15th St., Edmond, OK, 73013. 
MN, 55455-0139. For more or clearer info: Tommy 
Thomas at 405-948-7853. 
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